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ST. STEPHEN’S JUNIOR SCHOOL

We Model What We Value December2024

Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been a wonderful, fun and busy term with lots of activities and Christmas joy! We were so proud of how the chil-
dren behaved during the pantomime. Taking 400 children down the Marlowe theatre is quite a significant task but it was
a fantastic experience and opportunity for all the children to watch a live performance at our local theatre. At the time of
writing, the lower school have been busy practising their performance of Snow White. All of the children are involved
and are working brilliantly together, we can hear the lovely sounds of singing drifting towards our office! We do hope
that parents in the lower school enjoy the performance.

We have had some really positive fundraising events this term. Fireworks night was our busiest yet and a real success —
we would like to thank all staff for supporting and all families that attended. Our Christmas fair was also very well sup-
ported— bringing Christmas fun to SSJS. Supporting these events is really important as it helps us to ensure that the mon-
ey raised can be put back into our school environment for the benefit of the children. Thank you to the SSIS staff team
who co-ordinated this event.

This term we have also celebrated Odd Socks day and Anti bullying week to ensure that all our children understand what
bullying is and can discuss their concerns with a key adult in school. We also celebrated Children in Need with lots of
fun activities, a poster competition and our own Pudsey (Aka Mrs Taylor) in school. |

We would like to wish all our families a wonderful Christmas, and we look forward to seeing |
you in the New year.

[ —

Laura Cutts and Sarah Heaney Head teachers

Your Some of the SSJS school council members were lucky enough to decorate a

Spedk ouk. Stay safe. small tree for the St Stephen’s Church as part of the Christmas tree festival,
certificate

along with other representatives in the local community, such as the Infant
school. Our tree represented our diverse and eclectic community with lots of
bright colours. The decorations were made by children in the school. The fol-
lowing day, the other half of the school council were at the opening ceremo-
ny where they were able to meet the Lord Mayor. You may have seen the
lovely tree in its new home in reception!

i1 The whole school took part in the speak out stay safe assembly, which deliv-
|1 ered clear messages around types of abuse and ensuring all children have

|1 identified a key adult that they can speak to if they think this is something

Il thatis happening to them. There was an opportunity for all children to dis-
Il cuss any worries and concerns after the assembly. There was also a follow

Il up workshop session in each year group around the types of abuse and en-
I suring children understood that it is never ok and never their fault. Children
were given information about contacting Childline as well as discussing con-
cerns with a trusted adult in school. It is a vital message to ensure that our
pupils are empowered to stay safe.

As you will be aware, all our information and We would like to welcome back Miss

Website can now be translated into a huge amount Mehmi who will be taking over from

Mrs Mann when she leaves to have

communication for all of our families. We have over her baby. It is lovely to welcome a

40 different languages spoken in our school! familiar face back to our school!

|
|
|
I of languages. We really hope this helps us with our
|
|
|
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Thank you to all the parents that

i completed the Yr 3 settling survey
and all the parents that came
along to the meeting with some of

the Yr 3 team and one of the
Head teachers. It was wonderful

to hear your positive feedback
around the transition to the junior
school, along with feedback about
our schools welcoming atmos-

phere and understanding of it’s
pupils. There were some lovely

comments which we have shared
with the Yr 3 teaching team. In
terms of areas for development,

we were able to clarify some
questions around Reading and

Times Tables Rockstar’s to help
your children’s learning at home.
We will also aim to ensure that
i any performances in school have a
clear time shared well in advance
to aid working parents attend.

i Thank you to our kitchen team
i for a fabulous Christmas din-
ner! Feeding all children and
i staff with lots of festive spirit!

A special picture ar-
rived for Armadillo
class from the illustra-
Y tor Garry Parsons. He
visited our school last
year and inspired us
with his artwork. He
knew how much Arma-
dillo class enjoyed his
books and created this
amazing picture for
then. They are all
writing their thank you
“= letters . You can see his
| pictures in the” The
dinosaur that pooped
Christmas”. Thank you
Garry!

A big thank you to the staff, parents and children who were involved with
our Club Showcase on Friday. It was an absolute delight to be able to
share the hard work of some of our lovely clubs with the whole school
and parents and carers too and it made for a wonderfully musical end to
the week! Thank you to : The Choir Club & Mrs Harmer, Recorder Club &
Mr Rajan, The Irish Dancers & Miss Fright and Mrs Keen’s Dancing Group
for sharing your talents with us. Also on show were some beautiful piec-
es of work from our Art Club. Please do come to our reception to see
their lovely display, it will be there all week.

We are delighted to be able to offer such a wide range of clubs to our
children and would like to thank all of our staff who give their time to
running these each term. Please do look out for club lists and sign ups in
the new year!

Our local elderly resi-
dents in the community
also came to have their
Christmas dinner at our
school. They enjoyed a

performance by the
choir and were served
their delicious lunch by
members of the school
council. We had about

50 members of our lo-
cal community attend. \



With Christmas around the corner there will be lots of new devices
coming into your house. This is a good time to have some healthy
reminders about online safety and what you can do to protect your family.

Is your child accessing apps that show adult content?

From our survey this many students said they lied about their
age to use apps that are too old for them.

23% of Year 3 and 4

31% of Year 5 I@l - l )
55% of Year 6 ‘lwstag'wm u
You must be 13 plus  You must be 13 plus

What are accessing late at night? How many have shared picture or video of
themselves online

With the amount of students that said they have
access to adult apps. This amount said they use
their phone late at night.

15% of Year 3
Around 30% of Year 3 and 4 ‘ ,

19% of Year 4
50 % of Year5

25% of Year 5 ‘ “
65% of Year 6

30% of Year 6

The amount that play games with people they

Privqc’y only met online
and
23% of Year 3
blo‘:hmg 33% of Year 4
30% of Year 5

40% of Year 6

Now is the time to set up security and privacy settings, have a -
. . Less than 50% children across school say
look at internet matters through our school website. Internet

Matters has plenty of helpful tips for online safety. Follow the they know how to change privacy settings.

link below...
https://www.ststephensjuniorschool.co.uk/pupils/e-safety/parent-resources

We will be offering some drop in sessions for parents in the New Year to help with online safety.

Wednesday morning, January 13th 2025



Online safety information for parents and carers

Online safety is an important part of keeping children safe at school.

All of our pupils are taught how to be safe and behave appropriately online, but we can only be successful in keeping
children safe online if we work together.

It's important that as adults, we take an active interest in our children’s online lives and show a willingness to engage in
the digital world with them.

If you believe a child is in immediate danger, always contact 999 for police assistance.

Think U Know: www.thinkuknow.co.uk

The National Crime Agency Child Exploitation and Online Protection Command (NCA-
CEOP) have a website which is suitable for children aged 5-16 and has a section just for
parents/carers with advice and information.

NSPCC: www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety

NSPCC The NSPCC have produced resources for parents. Their website covers excellent advice for
parents about issues such as online grooming, nude image sharing and cyberbullying, as
well as specific advice for children with spedal educational needs and disabilities.

T Childline: www.childline.org.uk
;Chlldl.ll'l?_ The Childline website has a wide range of information and advice on both online and
' 0800I offline safety for children. There is information about online gaming, grooming, and the
Zipit App which helps children feel empowered when confronted with inappropriate chat
online. They also provide a helpline for children to get advice over the phone: 0800 1111

i UK Safer UK Safer Internet Centre: www.saferinternet.org.uk

:‘.I:-Ierﬁ?rgﬂ UK Safer Internet Centre provides a wide variety of advice and guidance to help you

discuss online safety with your children. There are useful checklists for privacy settings on
social networks and suggestions to consider before buying devices for your children.

(53 Childnet Childnet: www.childnet.com

Internationel  Childnet has resources, including videos and storybooks, to help you discuss online safety
with your children. It includes advices on setting up parental controls, cyberbullying and
setting up a family agreement for safer internet use.

Thternet Internet Matters: www.internetmatters.org

matters.org Internet Matters bring you all the information you need to keep your children safe online.
It has a tool which guides you through how to set up parental controls on all the different
devices in your home to protect your children.

PEGAILE




GOLDen rules for parents and carers

Ground advice

» Discuss and agree as a family how the internet will be used in your home. Let your children tell you what they
think is and isn't acceptable for them to do onling, such as not being nasty to people, keeping personal
information private and speaking to an adult when they are worried. Then add your own rules such as how
long they can spend online and when and where webcams can be used.

» You might find it helpful to write these ‘ground rules’ down as a visual reminder.

= Make sure your child understands that their actions and behaviours online can have offline consequences.

* Remember these are whaole family rules, so consider your own use of the internet and think about how much
information you are sharing on your social networks about your children and who can see it, such as school photos.

» Agree on what will happen if they don't follow your family rules.

Online safety

* Make sure you apply parental controls to all internet enabled devices in your household, including tablets,
phones and games consoles. They can restrict access to inappropriate content and can help you manage how
much time your child spends online.

« Make sure your child understands the parental controls are in place to protect them, not restrict them; some
children will actively work around parental controls if they feel constrained without knowing why.

= Set up filters on internet search engines to limit the likelihood of your children accidentally coming across
inappropriate content when searching online.

= Be aware that internet history can be hidden and deleted, so talk to your children and supervise their online
use appropriately.

= Remember filters and parental controls are not 100% effective so you cannot rely on them alone to protect
your children. It is important your children understand they should tell you straight away if they see something
inappropriate or upsetting online.

Listen

« Take an active interest in your child's online life and talk openly with them about the things they do. Talk to
you child about which websites and apps they like to use and why; engage in their online world with them.

= Be aware of any changes in behaviour, language and attitude in your child. These behaviour changes can

indicate something is upsetting your child online. Children who are groomed, radicalised, abused or exploited
online will often be pressured to withdraw from family and friends.

Dialogue

* Talk to your children — be open and positive when talking about the internet.

= Make sure your child knows they can come to you for help if something happens online that makes them feel
scared, worried or uncomfortable. Many children won't disclose online worries because they are scared adults
will blame them or remove their access to the internet.

» Ask your child if they know where to go for help, where to find safety advice, information about privacy
settings and how to report or block users on their games and websites.

» Explore their games and websites together to ensure your child knows how to block and report anyone who is
nasty or inappropriate. Encourage your child not to retaliate or reply and to keep any evidence. If the
game/app has a ‘parent section’, explore the parental controls and reporting systems yourself,

* Ensure your child understands pictures, videos or comments posted online can be very difficult to remove and
rarely remain private.

» Discuss the pressures for young people to send inappropriate or nude(indecent) images to each other. How
might this behaviour affect their relationship? Do they know what they would do? Young people need to be
aware images can be copied, saved and shared without their knowledge and if they are under 18, they may
also be breaking the law by making an indecent image of themselves.

Police PEGILE
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Some excellent creative writing by Luna.
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A brilliant Canopic jar design by Anuri
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Beautiful art by Isla




